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From PDF to 
the finished item

Although you’ve probably seen the artwork a million times, it is checked 
once more, for accuracy and to make sure it is technically right. A mock-up 
is made simply to ensure that everything appears in the right place.

Your artwork is looked at to make sure all the fonts and images will print 
correctly. The artwork is planned so that it fits onto the printing plates. 
(Sometimes for instance, your project will fit twice onto the plates, and 
eventually twice onto the paper.

Our presses use up to 13,000 sheets of paper every hour and you can have up 
to five colours! Regular spot checks are made and proofs are looked at because 
the ink can look a lot different according to the type of paper being used.

The ink is allowed to dry and the item is ‘finished’. That means 
chopped up, folded, stapled, glued, varnished and all kinds of  
other variations.

Your project is boxed up and delivered to the destination. You also receive 
some file copies and your project is digitally archived in case you ever 
need to print it again in the future.

Short for ‘Digital proof’, a digi is supplied showing us what is 
going to be printed. Please spend some time checking this, 
as from now on any mistake is expensive to rectify.

Your artwork is divided into separate colours and metal 
plates are created once you’ve approved the digi. The printer 
fixes these plates onto the press and hits the start button.

There’s more to it than meets the eye!
Your dedicated project manager has taken care of your project this far. Now you need your project printed. 
If you don’t have your own printing resource, this is the way we complete your project. And that’s why it’s 
important for you to sign-off at certain stages.

Tah-dah!
We really do take great pride in what we do, and would like to show off your work in order to inspire others. Don’t worry 

though, we will always ask you beforehand, because occasionally the project may be commercial sensitive. Take a look 

at the work we produce on this website, or watch out for a mention in our regular newsletter called ‘Spotlight’.

Or pick up the phone and speak to us on 01784 264 300.
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